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Course Description and Objectives

$i scaurseisan introduction to some of the classical thinkers whose work helped
egablish sociology asadigtinctive discipline. It isthusalso an introduction to early
e.ortsto expain theturbulent origin, extraordinary growth and inner workingsof
modem industrial-capitalist societies.

Wewill spend mog of our timediscussing/ veauthors: Adam Smith, Karl Marx,
Max Weber, fmile Durkheim and Georg Smme. So as not to be overwhelmed,
we will pick out atheme to follow aswe go. $ e course focuseson each writer®
ideas about the division of labor N that is, both the degee of specidization in the
economy and, more broady, the increasing interdependence of people in adi. er
entiated modem society. Each writer believesthat we cannot understand modem
societieswithout understanding social di. erertiation and the division of labor, but
they do not agree on what is mog important about it, or what its originsand im-
plications are. Following their arguments on this topic will help us get a fed for
their varied theoretical perspectives,without losing sight of their shared enypirical
concems. $ e writersremain very relevant to modem social theory, so we will
occasionaly jump aheadand read something by a contermporary author.

Sociology !"" isrequired for sociology mgorsbut opento others.$ eassigned
reading isdi-c ult, and we do not rely on atextlbook or other second-hand source
We will devote considerdle classtimeto exdaining and discussing the texts. Su-
dertswill learn to idertify the assumptions and argumentsin the readingsand to
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critically asses their empirical and logical strengths and weakneses. To passthis
course, you mug beprepared to dothereadingand writingassignmertsconsisenly
throughout the semeger, and to participate adively in class.

Books and Other Reading

$ efollowing books are required reading for the course, and are avalable at the
University bookstore:

fmile Durkheim,! eHemenary formsof RdigiousLife (Oxford University Press,
).

Donald Levine, editor, Georg Smmd on Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Pres,#0+*).

S.N. Eiserstad, editor, Max Weberon Charisma and Ingitution Building (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Pres,#0,1).

Robert C. Tucker, editor,! eMarxbmlgdsReader (New York: W.W. Norton, #0+1).

Other reguired readingswill be madeavailable on the class websie, accesible via
http://d2l.arizona. edu.

Requirements and Expectations

Show up on time. Complete the readingson time. Come to class prepared to ask
(and be asked) quegions and to discuss the readings. Don®bother trying to mem-
orisethingsyou don®understand. Ask quegionsin dassinstead

Examinations

$ erewill be two exaninations. $ e/r & will bein class (see schedule below for
details). $ e second will be during /n als week. Each exam will count for **2 of
your gradefor thecourse.

Writing assignments

You will writefour !I-) pagememosoverthecourseof thesemeger. Each memo will
count for twelve and a half percert of your /n a grade (In other wordsthe menmos
cdlectively count for half your /n al grade) Memosare duein class on the dates
marked in the course schedule below. You mug submit hard copies of your menos
in dass. Emailed memoswill not be acceped.



| will circulate a choice of topicsfor each memo in advance | will betough in
grading these papers, both for their subgantive contert and for the structure and
clarity of thewriting. Wewill talk in moredetail in classabout my expectations for
thememos.

Quizzes

Mog weeks| will adminigter ashort in-classquiz, which will teg whether you have
beenkeepng up with thereading. Cumulatively, the quizzeswill be worth #'2 of
your /n a grade

Grading Summary

Four Memos,#*.(2 each ("2
Two Exams,*"'2 each )2
Weekly Quizzes #'2

Make-up exams, late papers, extensions

I will only schedule amake-up exam or accepalate paperin thefollowing circum-
gances:(a) You have a presing non-academicemergency, such as an illness (for
which you will need documerntation), deeth in the family, etc, and (b) you contad
me beforehand to let me know about this. Should you fail to show up for an exan
or turn in apaper for any otherreason, | will beforced to recard azetro for that as-
signment. Notethat thispolicy egecialy appliesto lame computer-reated excuses.

For otherdepartmertal and university policies,seethelast page of thissyllabus.



Course Schedule

Week Topics
I: 134567894:63
WKk #, Aug*" (#) Preiminaries and gererd Orientation. Why are we here?

Il: A7:% S:4<
WK *, Aug*+

Wk !, Sep!

Monday Sep!rd
Friday Sep+th

I: K:5=M:5>
Wk), Sep#"

What isthis course about? Reading: Excerpt from Tim Blanning,
I ePuraiit of Glory (Viking*™'+). Altematively, look at any stan-
dard modem higtory of Europe. (*) What isthedivision of labor?
Reading: Excerpt from Paul Seabright, ! e Company of Sranges
(Princebn *")).

(#) Smith and hisideas. $ e division of labor and its e. ects on
the individual and society. (*) $ einvisible hand of the market.
$ eideaof digributed co-ardination. Reading: Adam Snith,! e
Wealth of Nationspp.!-1*, 110-)# and )1#-)1+.

(#) Co-ordination and the emergenceof social structure. Hierar-
chical vsDigributed Co-ordination. (*) $ e power and surpris-
ing paradaxesof digributed co-ardination mechanisms. Reading:
Excempt from $ omas Schelling Micromotives and Macrobehavior
pp.#-!!

[T Ldbor Day. No class.

[ T Discussion Memo No. 1 due in class.

(#) Introductionto Marx. Reading: Marx-Engelsreaderpp.(#*D0,
(++D1(+0b1(,,1#D*. (*) $ eDivision of Labor, technology and
dienaion. Reading: MarxbEmesreaderpp.#)'D#)(, ,,, +D1#.
[Bed readin that order]



Week

Topics

WK (, Sep#+

Wk ,, Sep?*)

Friday Sep*1th
WK +,Oct #
Friday Oct (

IV:M; >W@A@5
Wk 1,0ct 1

Wk 0, Oct #(

WKk #", Oct **

Friday Oct *,

(#) Alienation, Human Nature and Class Con?ict. Reading:
MarxDEmds reader pp.1#0D!*0, )"!D)#+. (*) Fim: @ Job at
Ford®0 Reading: E.P$ ompson, (Ofime, WorkBDiscipline and
Industrial CaptialismO

Marx@Historical Materialism. Reading: MarxDEmelsreader!D,,
#(#D([begn at second paragraph], +"'D+#+*"1D*#0, )+!D)0#.

[T Discussion Memo No. 2 due in class.
(#) BEvduating 9mith and Marx. Review of /r s half of course.

[T TIn}class midterm exam on Smith and Marx

(#) Introduction: Weber® biography and main concems. His
comparative and historical approach. Rationalization and disen-
chantment. (*) Big Quegion: Why doesrationalized capitalism
take-a in the Wes? Reading: G5 e Origin of Modem Capital-
ismOpp.)!D(..

(#) Ingtitutional prerequisitesof capitalism,cont@®. (*) $ eProtes-
tant Ethic. Reading: QProtegant Asceicismand the Spirit of Cap-
italismO

(#) Bureaucragy. Powerand Legtimateauthority. Charisma. Sub-
gantive and instrumertal rationality. Reading: MaxWeber, G e
Pure Typesof Legtimate AuthorityQQCharismetic Authority and
its RoutinizationOand ureaucrag/Qall in Eisengtadt. (*) Film:
Wannse Konferenz

[ T Discussion Memo No. 3 due in class.



Week

Topics

V. f%:=@85B<@:%
Wk ##,0ct *0

WKk #*, Nov (

Monday Nov #*th

VI: G@6CS%%@=
Wk #!, Nov #0

Monday Nov #0th.
Wk #), Nov #0

Friday Nov *!

WK #(, Nov *,

Wk #,, Dec!

(#) Introduction: the division of labor as a problem of moral
order. Reading: & e Qubject Matter of SociologyQin Giddens
(ed) pp.,'B,1. (*) Social gructure and social solidarity: the con-
scierce odllective and the moral order. Mechanical and organic
solidarity. Reading: Grorms of Social SolidarityGin Giddens (ed)
pp.#*1D#*1, #1(D#)". (1) Moral IndividualismOesaform of sol-
idarity. Reading: G e Decline of Mechanical Solidarity and the
Emergenceof Moral IndividualisnOin Giddens (ed) #))D+.

(#) Durkheim on Rédligion, ritual, and social order. Saced and
profane. Howto readthe Elementary Forms Reading: Elerrertary
Formsof RdigiousLife, pp.#D#" #"#D### Religion asare?etion
of socia gructure. Reading: Elermrertary Forms of Rdigious Life
pp.#(!1D#,1, **DI*,

[ I Veterans’ Day. No Class.

(#)$ edivision of labor, individual idertity and experience (*)
Form and content of social interadion. (!) Smmée on socia con-
?ict. Reading: Smmd pp.*ID!(, +"DO(.

[ T Discussion Memo No. 4 due in Class.

(#) Social idertities and social types. G e SrangerOand (% e
Metropolis and Mertal LifeO Reading: Smme pp.#)!D#)0,
)DIIO.

[T TMHanksgiving. No Class.

Finishing Smml.

mmary and Review.



Week Topics

TBA [T Fihal Exam.

University and Departmental Policies

Academic Integrity

Suderts are expected to observe the University®Codeof Academidntegity. $ eCodecan befound
at: http://dos. web. ari zona. edu/ uapoal i ci es.

Behavior in the Classroom

Suderts are expected to observe the University®3udert Code of Conduct asit pertains to class-
room behavior (seehttp:// dos. web. ari zona. edu/ uapoal i ci es), and should be familiar with Univer-
sity policiesagans threatening behavior by studerts (seehtt p: // pol i cy. web. ari zona. edu/ ~pol i cy/
threaten. shtni).

Students with Disabilities

If you anticipate the need for reasonable accanmodations to meet the requiremerts of this course,
you must regster with the Disability ResourceCerter and requeg that the DRC send meo-ci al no-
ti/c ation of your accanmodation needs as soon as possible. Please plan to meet with me to discuss
acconmodations and how my course requiremerts and adivitiesmay a. ect your ability to fully par-
ticipate.

Officially Excused Absences

#. All holidaysor special everts observed by organized religionswill be honored for those stu-
dertswho show & liation with that particular religion.

* Absencespre-goproved by the UA Dean of Suderts (or Dean@desigiee) will be honored.
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