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Course Description and Objectives

$i scourseisan introduction to someof theclassical thinkerswhosework helped
establish sociology asadistinctivediscipline. It isthusalso an introduction to early
e. orts to explain theturbulent origin, extraordinary growth and innerworkingsof
modern industrial-capitalist societies.

Wewill spendmost of our timediscussing/ veauthors:Adam Smith,Karl Marx,
Max Weber, ƒmile Durkheim and Georg Simmel. So as not to be overwhelmed,
we will pick out a theme to follow as we go. $ e course focuseson each writerÕs
ideasabout thedivision of labor Ñ that is,both thedegreeof specialization in the
economy and, morebroadly, the increasing interdependenceof people in a di. er-
entiated modern society. Each writer believesthat wecannot understand modern
societieswithout understandingsocial di. erentiation and thedivision of labor, but
they do not agree on what is most important about it, or what its origins and im-
plications are. Following their arguments on this topic will help us get a feel for
their varied theoretical perspectives,without losing sight of their shared empir ical
concerns. $ ese writers remain very relevant to modern social theory, so we will
occasionally jump aheadand readsomethingby acontemporary author.

Sociology !"" isrequired for sociology majorsbut opento others.$ eassigned
reading isdi-c ult, and wedo not rely on a textbook or other second-hand source.
Wewill devoteconsiderable class timeto explaining and discussing the texts.Stu-
dents will learn to identify the assumptionsand arguments in the readingsand to
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critically assess their empir ical and logical strengthsand weaknesses.To pass this
course,youmust beprepared todothereadingandwritingassignmentsconsistently
throughout thesemester, and to participateactively in class.

Books and Other Reading

$ e following books are required reading for the course, and are available at the
University bookstore:

ƒmile Durkheim,! eElementary formsof ReligiousLife (Oxford University Press,
*""#).

Donald Levine, editor, GeorgSimmel on Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Press,#0+*).

S.N. Eisenstadt, editor, MaxWeberon Charismaand Institution Building (Chicago,
IL: University of Chicago Press,#0,1).

Robert C.Tucker,editor, ! eMarxÐEngelsReader (NewYork: W.W.Norton,#0+1).

Other required readingswill bemadeavailable on theclasswebsite, accessible via
ht t p: / / d2l . ar i zona. edu.

Requirements and Expectations

Show up on time. Complete the readingson time. Come to class prepared to ask
(and beasked) questionsand to discussthereadings.DonÕt bother trying to mem-
orisethingsyou donÕt understand. Ask questionsin classinstead.

Examinations

$ ere will be two examinations. $ e /r st will be in class (see schedule below for
details). $ e second will be during /n als week. Each exam will count for *"2 of
your gradefor thecourse.

Writing assignments

You will writefour !-) pagememosoverthecourseof thesemester. Each memowill
count for twelveand ahalf percent of your /n al grade. (In other wordsthememos
collectively count for half your /n al grade.) Memosare due in class on the dates
marked in thecourseschedule below. You must submit hard copiesof your memos
in class.Emailed memoswill not beaccepted.
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I will circulateachoiceof topicsfor each memo in advance. I will be tough in
grading these papers,both for their substantive content and for the structure and
clarity of thewriting. Wewill talk in moredetail in classabout my expectationsfor
thememos.

Quizzes

Most weeksI will administerashort in-classquiz,which will test whetheryou have
beenkeeping up with thereading. Cumulatively, thequizzeswill beworth #"2 of
your /n al grade.

Grading Summary

Four Memos,#*.(2 each ("2
Two Exams,*"2 each )"2
Weekly Quizzes #"2

Make-up exams, late papers, extensions

I will only scheduleamake-up exam or accept alatepaper in thefollowingcircum-
stances:(a) You have a pressing non-academicemergency, such as an illness (for
which you will need documentation), death in the family, etc, and (b) you contact
mebeforehand to let meknow about this. Should you fail to show up for an exam
or turn in apaper for any other reason, I will beforced to record azero for that as-
signment. Notethat thispolicy especially appliesto lamecomputer-related excuses.

For otherdepartmental and university policies,seethelast pageof thissyllabus.
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Course Schedule

Week Topics
I: I34567894:63

Wk #,Aug*" (#) Preliminaries and general Orientation. Why are we here?

What isthiscourseabout? Reading: Excerpt from Tim Blanning,

! ePursuit of Glory (Viking*""+). Alternatively, look at any stan-

dard modern history of Europe. (*) What isthedivision of labor?

Reading: Excerpt from Paul Seabright, ! eCompany of Strangers

(Princeton *"")).

II: A7;% S%:4<

Wk *, Aug*+ (#) Smith and his ideas. $ e division of labor and its e. ects on

the individual and society. (*) $ e invisible hand of the market.

$ eideaof distributed co-ordination. Reading: Adam Smith, ! e

Wealth of Nationspp.!-!*, 1!0-)# and )1#-)1+.

Wk !, Sep! (#) Co-ordination and theemergenceof social structure. Hierar-

chical vsDistributed Co-ordination. (*) $ e power and surpris-

ingparadoxesof distributed co-ordination mechanisms.Reading:

Excerpt from $ omasSchelling Micromotivesand Macrobehavior

pp.#-!!

Monday Sep!r d ✄✄ Labor Day. No class.

Friday Sep+th ✄✄ Discussion Memo No. 1 due in class.

III: K;5 =M;5 >

Wk ), Sep#" (#) Introduction toMarx. Reading:Marx-Engelsreaderpp.(#*Ð0,

(++Ð1,(+0Ð1(,,1#Ð*. (*) $ eDivision of Labor, technology and

alienation. Reading: MarxÐEngelsreaderpp.#)!Ð#)(, ,,, +!Ð1#.

[Best readin that order.]
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Week Topics
Wk (, Sep#+ (#) Alienation, Human Nature and Class Con?ict. Reading:

MarxÐEngels readerpp.!#0Ð!*0, )"!Ð)#+. (*) Film: ÒA Job at

FordÕs.Ó Reading: E.P. $ ompson, ÒTime, WorkÐDiscipline and

Industrial Captialism.Ó

Wk ,, Sep*) MarxÕsHistorical Materialism.Reading:MarxÐEngelsreader!Ð,,

#(#Ð( [begin at second paragraph], +""Ð+#+,*"!Ð*#0, )+!Ð)0#.

Friday Sep*1th ✄✄ Discussion Memo No. 2 due in class.

Wk +,Oct # (#) EvaluatingSmith and Marx. Review of /r st half of course.

Friday Oct ( ✄✄ In–class midterm exam on Smith and Marx

IV: M; > W@A@5

Wk 1,Oct 1 (#) Introduction: WeberÕs biography and main concerns. His

comparative and historical approach. Rationalization and disen-

chantment. (*) Big Question: Why doesrationalized capitalism

take-o. in the West? Reading: Ò$ e Origin of Modern Capital-

ism.Ópp.)!Ð(,.

Wk 0,Oct #( (#) Institutional prerequisitesof capitalism,contÕd. (*) $ eProtes-

tant Ethic. Reading: ÒProtestant Asceticismand theSpir it of Cap-

italism.Ó

Wk #", Oct ** (#) Bureaucracy. Powerand Legitimateauthority. Charisma.Sub-

stantiveand instrumental rationality. Reading: MaxWeber, Ò$ e

PureTypesof LegitimateAuthorityÓ, ÒCharismatic Authority and

its RoutinizationÓand ÒBureaucracy,Óall in Eisenstadt. (*) Film:

WannseeKonferenz.

Friday Oct *, ✄✄ Discussion Memo No. 3 due in class.
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Week Topics
V: ƒ%:=@D85B<@:%

Wk ##,Oct *0 (#) Introduction: the division of labor as a problem of moral

order. Reading: Ò$ e Subject Matter of SociologyÓ, in Giddens

(ed) pp.,!Ð,1. (*) Social structureand social solidarity: thecon-

science collective and the moral order. Mechanical and organic

solidarity. Reading: ÒFormsof Social SolidarityÓin Giddens(ed)

pp.#*!Ð#*1,#!(Ð#)". (!) ÒMoral IndividualismÓasaform of sol-

idarity. Reading: Ò$ e Decline of Mechanical Solidarity and the

Emergenceof Moral IndividualismÓin Giddens(ed) #))Ð+.

Wk #*, Nov ( (#) Durkheim on Religion, ritual, and social order. Sacred and

profane. How to readtheElementaryForms. Reading: Elementary

Formsof ReligiousLife, pp.#Ð#",#"#Ð###.Religion asare?ection

of social structure. Reading: Elementary Formsof Religious Life

pp.#(!Ð#,1, !**Ð!*!.

Monday Nov #*th ✄✄Veterans’ Day. No Class.

VI: G@65CS:%%@=

Wk #!, Nov #0 (#) $ e division of labor, individual identity and experience. (*)

Form and content of social interaction. (!) Simmel on social con-

?ict. Reading: Simmel pp.*!Ð!(, +"Ð0(.

Monday Nov #0th. ✄✄ Discussion Memo No. 4 due in Class.

Wk #), Nov #0 (#) Social identitiesand social types. Ò$ e StrangerÓand Ò$ e

Metropolis and Mental Life.Ó Reading: Simmel pp.#)!Ð#)0,

!*)Ð!!0.

Friday Nov *! ✄✄ %anksgiving. No Class.

Wk #(, Nov *, FinishingSimmel.

Wk #,, Dec ! Summary and Review.
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Week Topics
TBA ✄✄ Final Exam.

University and Departmental Policies

Academic Integrity
Studentsareexpected to observetheUniversityÕsCodeof AcademicIntegrity. $ eCodecan befound

at: ht t p: / / dos. web. ar i zona. edu/ uapol i ci es.

Behavior in the Classroom
Students are expected to observe the UniversityÕs Student Code of Conduct as it pertains to class-

room behavior (seeht t p: / / dos. web. ar i zona. edu/ uapol i ci es), and should be familiar with Univer-

sity policiesagainst threateningbehavior by students(seeht t p: / / pol i cy. web. ar i zona. edu/ ~pol i cy/

t hr eat en. sht ml ).

Students with Disabilities
If you anticipate the need for reasonable accommodations to meet the requirements of this course,

you must register with theDisability ResourceCenter and request that theDRC send meo-ci al no-

ti/c ation of your accommodation needsassoon aspossible. Pleaseplan to meet with meto discuss

accommodationsand how my courserequirementsand activitiesmay a. ect your ability to fully par-

ticipate.

O&cially Excused Absences
#. All holidaysor special events observed by organized religionswill behonored for thosestu-

dentswho show a- liation with that particular religion.

*. Absencespre-approved by theUA Dean of Students (or DeanÕsdesignee)will behonored.

+



References
Durkheim,ƒmile, ! eElementary formsof ReligiousLife (Oxford University Press,*""#), Carol Cos-

man, Translator.

Eisenstadt, S.N., editor, MaxWeberon Charisma and Institution Building (Chicago, IL: University of

Chicago Press,#0,1).

Levine, Donald, editor, Georg Simmel on Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago, IL: University of

Chicago Press,#0+*).

Tucker, Robert C.,editor, ! eMarxÐEngelsReader (New York: W.W. Norton, #0+1).

1


