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description
�is is a graduate-level reading course on the sociology ofwar, violence, and themodern
state, with an emphasis on the organizational and institutional aspects of collective
violence and state-building. Because it is not a regular seminar, the readings below are
presented in sequence but not as weekly class meetings.

readings
1

Siniša Malešević. 2012. �e Sociology of War and Violence. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

2

Ernest Gellner. 1992.Plough, Sword, and Book:�e Structure of HumanHistory.Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Michael Mann. 1986.�e Sources of Social Power, volume I: A history of power from the
beginning to A.D. 1760. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

3

Gianfranco Poggi. 1978.�e Development of the Modern State: A Sociological Introduc-
tion. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Charles Tilly. 1992. Coercion, Capital, and European States—AD 990–1992. Oxford:
Blackwell.
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2

Ernst H. Kantorowicz. 1997.�e King’s Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political�eol-
ogy. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Joseph Strayer. 2005. On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

4

Karl Marx, “�e Class Struggles in France: 1848 to 1850.” In Karl Marx. 1992. Surveys
from Exile: Political Writings Volume 2. London: Penguin.

W.G. Runciman, ed. 1978. Weber: Selections in translation. New York: Cambridge
University Press, pp. 3–64, 209–286.

Max Weber. 1978. Economy and Society. Berkeley: University of California Press, vol 1
chapters III, IV; volume 2, chapters IX–XV.

Randall Collins. 1986.Weberian Sociological�eory. New York: Cambridge University
Press, chapters 1–4, 6–8.

Michael Mann. 1993.�e Sources of Social Power: Volume II, The Rise of Classes and
Nation-States, 1760–1914. New York: Cambridge University Press.

5

Brian Downing. 1992.�e Military Revolution and Political Change. Princeton: Prince-
ton University Press.

Miguel Angel Centeno. 2002. Blood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in Latin
America. University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press.

�omas Ertman. 1997. Birth of the Leviathan: Building States and Regimes in Medieval
and Early Modern Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Pekka Hämäläinen. 2009.�e Comanche Empire. New Haven: Yale University Press.

6

Stanislav Andreski. 1971. Miltary Organization and Society. Berkeley: University of
California Press.

Otto Hintze, “Military Organisation and the Organisation of the State.” In Felix Gilbert,
ed. 1985.�e Historical Essays of Otto Hintze. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Carl Schmitt. 2007.�e Concept of the Political. Expanded edition. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press.

James Burnham. 1987.�e Machiavellians: Defenders of Freedom. New York: Regnery.
Robert Dahl. 1972. Polyarchy. New Haven: Yale University Press.
Michael Mann. 2012a.�e Sources of Social Power, volume 3: Global Empires and Revo-

lution, 1890–1945. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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7

Michel Foucault. 2000. “Governmentality.” InMichel Foucault: Power, ed. James D.
Faubion, 201–222. New York:�e New Press.

Michel Foucault. 1991. Discipline and Punish:�e Birth of the Prison. London: Penguin.
Franny Nudelman. 2004. John Brown’s Body: Slavery, Violence, and the Culture of War.

Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
James Scott. 1998. Seeing Like a State. New Haven: Yale University Press.

8

Randall Collins. 2009. Violence: a micro-sociological theory. Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press.

Victor Davis Hanson. 2009.�e WesternWay of War: Infantry Battle in Classical Greece.
Berkeley: University of California Press.

John Keegan. 1976.�e Face of Battle: A Study of Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme.
New York: Penguin.

9

Ann Hironaka. 2008. Neverending Wars:�e International Community, Weak States,
and the Perpetuation of Civil War. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

Elizabeth Kier and Ronald R. Krebs, eds. 2010. In War’s Wake: International Con�ict
and the Fate of Liberal Democracy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Michael Mann. 2012b.�e Sources of Social Power, volume 4: Globalizations, 1945–2011.
New York: Cambridge University Press.
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